
 
 

Parent Advisory Committee to the Superintendent 
Meeting Summary Notes: March 22, 2010 

 
Meeting Summary Notes are intended to serve as the superintendent’s reflection on the discussions that occur during advisory 

committee meetings.  They are not intended to be exhaustive.  Instead, they are intended to serve as a general record for our on-
going efforts to assess our needs, determine our goals, map out our strategies, and evaluate our policies, procedures and 

programs.  Participants should contact the superintendent if they observe any critical oversight or misinterpretation. 

 
Participants present for 6 p.m. meeting of Council of PTOs & PTAs: Robert Tucker (AHS), Amanda Sprouse (AHS), 
Courtney Horner (CMS), Tammy Crane (CES), Janice Campbell (MVES), Katrina Bradberry (MVES), Susan Clonch 
(MVES), Kaarn Thomas (SES), Cristi Miller (CES), Cindy Ferris (BSES), Alisa Hayslett (FSES), and Jan Hobbs 
(Director of Student Programs). 
 
Participants present for 7 p.m. PAC meeting:  Pat Bennett-Wilhelm (AHS), Tryna Bowen (BSES), Tina Conner (SES), 
Alisa Hayslett (FSES), Jan Hobbs (Director of Student Programs), Lorie Bess (Administrative Assistant), and Dr. 
Sarah Campbell (Superintendent). 

 

1. Dr. Campbell gave an update on the preliminary 2010-2011 budget.  She stated the final calculation 
sheets from the state came out on Friday and confirmed we are no worse than we originally thought 
but really no better either.  She noted the division may not need to go into the “yellow level” cuts as 
originally discussed.  She reported the preliminary budget would be presented by the school board to 
the Board of Supervisors on March 23.  It is the hope of the school board that the Board of 
Supervisors maintains level funding to the school division, she explained.  She stated certain budget 
cuts, such as bus purchases and Alleghany High School renovations, are one-time cuts and once 
those funds are out of the budget, they are gone and cannot be considered the next year to cut.  She 
assured participants that the goal is to keep as many positions and programs as possible.   
 

2. Dr. Campbell reported a revised 2009-2010 academic calendar was approved by the school board on 
March 15.  The final day of school is scheduled for June 11, she said.   

 
3. Dr. Campbell reported the Citizen’s Consolidation Committee would be meeting the following day with 

Mr. Carter Glass, the attorney hired for counsel.  She reported she believes the committee must have 
a plan to present by June 1 to adhere to the Judge’s order.  She noted there was a public hearing a 
few weeks ago in which only a few people spoke but those that did were in favor of consolidation. 

 
4. As a follow-up from a previous meeting, a participant questioned if any further thought had been 

given to switching to a 10-point grading scale.  Dr. Campbell replied Mrs. Mutispaugh had surveyed 
other school divisions and that we are consistent with the majority.  She stated until several other 
larger school divisions switch over to a 10-point grading scale, we wouldn’t consider it.  She added 
she would have Mrs. Mutispaugh offer more information at the next meeting.   

 
5. As a follow-up from a previous meeting, a participant expressed concern over the exam policy at the 

high school.  The participant stated students who are in the challenge courses are not required to 
take exams and that she feels that is a real disadvantage to the student.  She added students must 
take exams in college and therefore, should take them in high school to be better prepared.  Dr. 
Campbell replied she will ask Mrs. Mutispaugh to respond to this issue at the next meeting on April 
19.   

 
6. As a follow-up to the last meeting in which a participant asked if we could have snow routes in place 

for inclement weather,  Dr. Campbell replied she had discussed it with Kenny Higgins, director of 



administrative services, and they both concluded there really are no options for snow routes.  For 
example, the snow route for the Boiling Spring area would involve the bus coming straight down 
Route 18 and not going on any secondary roads. She reminded participants that not all students 
would be able to make it to the main road to catch the bus because of the condition of their road.  
Therefore, we could not count a student as absent because they were not able to get to the main 
road to catch the bus.  For attendance reasons and other safety issues, snow routes are simply not 
an option, she concluded.  

 
7. Dr. Campbell asked participants if they would prefer to continue with monthly meetings next year or 

meet every six weeks instead.  She asked everyone to think about it and the group could discuss it 
and decide at the final meeting on April 19.   She emphasized the frequency of the meetings are not 
an issue with her schedule and she just wants to accommodate the schedules of the participants the 
best she can.  If the group feels that monthly meetings are not necessary, she is open to meeting less 
frequently, she concluded.   
  

NEXT MEETING:   The next and final meeting will be April 19, 2010 with County Council of PTOs & PTAs 
meeting at 6 p.m. followed by Parent Advisory Committee meeting at 7 p.m. 

 
The Alleghany County School Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, political affiliation, disability, or 
age in its programs and activities.  The following people have been designated as contacts regarding compliance issues associated with 

this non-discrimination policy: Robert E. Carpenter, Director of Human Resources, and Jan Hobbs, Director of Student Programs, at 
Alleghany County School Board, P.O. Drawer 140, 100 Central Circle, Low Moor, VA 540-863-1800. 

 

 

 


